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»Highlights of the ImageENation Film Fest

by MATTNEW MAYS

There's a veritable cegy of films being presented
at 1he 11th arsual Image&Nation Fest, Former Mon-
trealer Clawdia Morgado, whose exquisite docu-
mentary about bereasts, Unbound, won multiple
awards on the fest circuit, returns with Seber o ml.
This Spanish-language movie concerns two women
who engage in a voyeuristic headgame that would
make anyone swoon. Morgado again Bustrates her
keen adility to convey a story with striking visual
images.,

Relex... It’s Just Sex is P.). Castellaneta’s fol-
owup 1o his 1961 indie hit Together Alome, The
writer-director has assembled a fine cast here,
Inctuding Jeanifer Tilly, Mitchell Anderson and
Lorl Petty, who manoeuvre their way through the
refationship minefield with resolve and good
humour

John Maybury's Love Is the Devil is a siriking
biopic of Francis Bacen, the painter considered one of
the greatest of the 2oth century. The film, staming Sie
Derek Jacodi in what is perhaps his most outstanding

performance, maps out the sadomasachistic redation-

ship Bacon had with hs lover, Georges Dyer, who was
also the subject of many of his paintings

sl filmmaker José Torrealba will be presenting
3 work-in-progress cut of Got 28 There, 3 documen-
tary about the history of the circult party. The film
features interviews with such celebrated circuit
queens as Brad Fraser, Jeffrey Sanker, Eric
Sawyer and circuit critic Michelangelo Signorile

Also on the local scene is performance artist Atlf

Slddigl. whose latest Erotic/Exotic, an examination

of racism and cyltgral identity, will have its pre-

migse, And doa't miss this opportunity to catch
Anne Golden's hilatious dyke Western Blg Girl
Town, as the residents of Big Girl Town and Thin Gie
foan face off over the latest delivery of biue jeans,

Relox: It's jusr Jewwiren Triey

Patricia Rozema's landmark 1987 lesbian film,
I've Heord the Mermalds Singing, will also be
screened at the fest. Shella McCarthy is br
the lead of this delightfully quirky love story about a

amt in

steamy dyke crush,

Bill Condon's much-anticipated feature about
the life of James Whale, the first apenly gay direc
tor in Hollywood, will have its Moatreal premiere at
1he fest. Gods & Monsters stars Sir lam McKellen
25 Whale, Brendan Fraser as his straight gardener
and Lymn Redgrave as Whale's oddball house
Keeper,

Jochen Hicks' Sex Life In LA. is yet another look
at hustling in the city of angels. Tony Ward, Cole
Tucker, Ron Athey and various other hustling porn
S1Ars make appedrances In this tit ating look &t the
sex trade. ©

28 1o Ocrosen 4. InroRMATION: 2854467
(www.xiosque.com/imacenarion); Tickers
ARE S7.75 AT TNE DOOR, SYUSENTS Pay $5.30

SCNEOULES AVAILABLE AT PRIAPE AND L'ANDROGYNE
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Quixotic
narcotic
‘ Atif g7
Siddigi's &

, diva |\
diversions

*fringe” to its fashion limits this season,

aiming to cut a sartorial swoosh through the

festival with the cross-cultural candidness of his multimedia

show, Erotic, Exotic.

In an array of states of dress and undress, Sidiqqi brings his

-+ patented diva style to bear on a 45-minute story of migra-
e . tion from the Indian subcontinent to North America. The

4 : performance integrates classical Indian music and dance
with modern counterparts, slides and poetry; its goal is to trip
up stereotypes at every turn, and toss gender and religion,
tradition and fetishism, into a blender of questions,

As if that weren't enough, Siddiqi throws in two bonus gifts,
the five-minute performance Cheapness and Forgery and the

Mega-Diva monologue Robes of the Role.

w erformance artist Atif Sidiqqi takes the term

Tonight (June 19) through June 22 ot P-Scene,
3449 Aylmer (alley), various times, mature audiences only, 55.

Carl Wilson



. Fringe Festival 1997,
Open‘ﬁg on June 14 and running till
nne 22 1997 at McGill University.
‘Erotic, Exotic is an innovative, mult-
drsdplilm'y performance piece dealing
principally with issues of cultural stereo-
ypes, mal and sexual discrimination,
, ntify, exoticism and fetishism
tln to sexuality.
p,- n‘l! lllbm the cultural construction
QLW and social identity, through
iuma of poetic text, spaken and

ol
- A
ﬁ:—{.ﬁ AL

worknawboleuunlogy

Resulting in a creative commentary on
cross-cultural, cross-gender, social conflict
(both internal and external) due to reli-
gious limitations and conditionlng. |
Erotic, Exotic will be followed by two
shorter but equally fabulous pmea which
complement its themes and
These are: Cheapress and Forgery, wluch i
the goddess Urania's comment on soaal. |
sexual consumption and the sacred hay:
ing been forsaken in lodlys reality, Ulln
fierce! =
Robes of the Role, n!f uﬂncmre s
piece that blurs the distinction between -
the performer/performed, mwr/mu
od, and comments oo an artist being
mppedlnapmomuhchhhawn y




